
 
 

JOANA CARNEIRO AND BERKELEY SYMPHONY PRESENT 
THOMAS ADÈS’ ASYLA AND TCHAIKOVSKY’S SYMPHONY NO. 6 

JANUARY 15, 2015 
  

Berkeley, Calif., December 19, 2014 – Music Director Joana Carneiro and 
Berkeley Symphony continue the 2014-2015 season on Thursday, 
January 15 at 8 p.m. in Zellerbach Hall with a rare performance of Asyla 
by British composer Thomas Adès alongside Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 
6 in B minor, Op. 74, “Pathétique.” 

  
Maestra Carneiro returns to Berkeley Symphony following her highly successful London debut 
with the English National Opera where she conducted the first theatrical production of John 
Adams’ The Gospel According to the Other Mary. Andrew Clements of the Guardian (U.K.) 
called the work “immensely powerful” commenting that it was “superbly conducted.” These 
performances garnered numerous positive reviews including The Arts Desk who stated that 
“under Joana Carneiro, the ENO has never sounded better.” 
  
Firmly established as one of the leading artists of his generation, Thomas Adès has forged a 
multi-faceted career as a composer, conductor and pianist. His longstanding history with Berkeley 
Symphony dates back to 1997 when the orchestra debuted the concert 
version of his provocative chamber opera Powder Her Face before it was 
fully staged in New York, London and Chicago. Asyla was commissioned by 
the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra and received its premiere in 
October 1997 under the baton of Sir Simon Rattle, one of Adès’ most 
committed supporters. With a large orchestral scoring including a vast array 
of percussion instruments, Asyla is a four-movement symphony that takes its 
name from the Latin plural of “asylum.” The work has been met with critical 
acclaim and was described by Alex Ross of The New Yorker as a work that “passes through 
violently contrasted symphonic episodes while pursuing a single potent figure.” Following the 
premiere of Asyla, it was awarded the prestigious Royal Philharmonic Society prize and has since 
been performed and recorded throughout the world. 
  
“Performing Asyla is a rare treat…a challenge that our musicians will rise to and an experience 
that our audiences will relish,” says Music Director Joana Carneiro. “Our connection to the 
composer makes this occasion a particularly special one and typifies our commitment not only to 
new music, but also to our continued relationships with those creating the music of our time.” 
  
Widely considered one of Tchaikovsky’s most revered works, Symphony No. 6 was written at the 
end of the composer’s life and unveiled just nine days before he died. Due to his sudden death 
and the deep emotional intensity of his final work, the symphony is shrouded in mystery and 
intrigue. It is widely believed to deal with the subject of fate in life and death in similar fashion to 
his Fourth and Fifth Symphonies, despite Tchaikovsky’s refusal to acknowledge any specific 
programmatic association. 
  



CALENDAR EDITORS, PLEASE NOTE: 
  
Berkeley Symphony 
Zellerbach Hall Concert Series 
Program II: Sanctuary 
Thursday, January 15, 2015 at 8 p.m. 
  
Performers                   Joana Carneiro, conductor 
  
Program                      Thomas Adès: Asyla 
                                    Tchaikovsky: Symphony No. 6 in B minor, Op. 74, “Pathétique” 
  
Single tickets for the concert are $15-$74. For more information or to purchase tickets, call (510) 
841-2800 x1 or visit www.berkeleysymphony.org 
  
ABOUT JOANA CARNEIRO  
As Music Director, Joana Carneiro has captivated the public with her commanding stage presence 
and adventurous programming that has highlighted the works of several prominent contemporary 
composers, including John Adams, Steven Stucky and Gabriela Lena Frank. During the 2014-
2015 season she will conduct world premieres by Oscar Bettison and Jake Heggie, as well as 
works by Thomas Adès and John Adams. Maestra Carneiro’s commitment to expanding the 
community base of Berkeley Symphony and upholding the Orchestra’s artistic excellence was 
recognized by the League of American Orchestras, which honored her with the Helen M. 
Thompson Award in 2010. She was appointed Music Director of Berkeley Symphony in 2009, 
succeeding Kent Nagano as only the third Music Director in the 40-year history of the Orchestra. 
  
Recently named Principal Conductor of the Portuguese National Symphony at the Teatro de São 
Carlos, Ms. Carneiro is considered one of the most exciting and outstanding young conductors 
working today. In November 2014, Ms. Carneiro made her English National Opera debut 
conducting the world stage premiere of John Adams’ The Gospel According to the Other Mary, 
directed by Peter Sellars. Prior to her Berkeley Symphony appointment, she served as Assistant 
Conductor with the Los Angeles Philharmonic from 2005 to 2008, where she worked closely with 
Esa-Pekka Salonen and led performances at Walt Disney Concert Hall and the Hollywood Bowl. 
She remains the Invited Conductor of the Gulbenkian Orchestra and Artistic Director of the 
Estagio Gulbenkian Para Orquesta in her native Lisbon. 
  
ABOUT BERKELEY SYMPHONY  
Recognized nationally for its spirited programming, Berkeley Symphony has established a 
reputa-tion for presenting major new works for orchestra alongside fresh inter-pretations of the 
classical European and American repertoire. It has been honored with an Adventurous 
Programming Award from the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publish-ers 
(ASCAP) in ten of the past 13 seasons. 
  
Under the baton of Music Director Joana Carneiro, the Orchestra performs four main-stage 
concerts a year in Zellerbach Hall, and supports local composers through its Under Construction 
New Music Program, in partnership with EarShot. A national leader in music education, the 
Orchestra partners with the Berkeley Unified School District to produce the award-winning 
Music in the Schools program, providing comprehensive, age-appropriate music curricula to 
more than 4,200 local elementary students each year. In association with the Piedmont Center for 
the Arts, Berkeley Symphony presents an annual chamber music series called Berkeley 
Symphony & Friends. 
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