
 
  

BERKELEY SYMPHONY ANNOUNCES 2014-2015 SEASON 
  

SEASON HIGHLIGHTED BY WORLD PREMIERES FROM OSCAR BETTISON AND 

JAKE HEGGIE IN ADDITION TO A BAY AREA PREMIERE FROM THOMAS ADÈS  
  

Programs Also Feature Orchestral Masterpieces by Brahms, Tchaikovsky, Sibelius, Elgar and Ravel; 

Choral Masterworks by Mozart and Adams; and Internationally Acclaimed Artists  

Mezzo-Soprano Sasha Cooke and Violinist Jennifer Koh  
  

Berkeley, CA, April 1, 2014 – Music Director Joana Carneiro and Berkeley 

Symphony today announced programming for the 2014-2015 season 

including a world premiere by Oscar Bettison in a program that also features 

Jennifer Koh performing the Sibelius Violin Concerto; a world premiere by 

Jake Heggie featuring Grammy-Award winning mezzo-soprano Sasha Cooke; 

the Bay Area premiere of Thomas Adès’ Asyla; and a program of choral 

works that combines Mozart’s beloved Requiem Mass with a first-time 

Berkeley Symphony performance of John Adams’ Choruses from the Death 

of Klinghoffer. 
  

Berkeley Symphony has established itself as a presenter of major contemporary orchestral works with a 

steadfast commitment to programming cultural treasures from the standard European repertoire. A recipient of 

the ASCAP award for adventurous programming in nine of the past 11 seasons, Berkeley Symphony will 

demonstrate its innovative exploration of the past and present with a 2014-2015 season that combines 

contemporary works alongside classics including the Sibelius Violin Concerto, featuring Jennifer Koh as 

soloist, Elgar’s Enigma Variations, Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 6 in B minor, Ravel’s Mother Goose Suite, 

Brahms’ Symphony No. 4 in E minor and the Mozart Requiem. 
  

“As we embark on another fresh and exciting season, I am constantly reminded of the rich connection that the 

orchestra experiences with Berkeley audiences,” says Music Director Joana Carneiro. “Exploring these 

musical pathways with a shared love and appreciation of diversity and intrigue pushes us to new heights. I am 

delighted to present a number of new works by some of the most established composers of our time, including 

two world premieres and a Bay Area premiere. We are also fortunate to be collaborating with a variety of solo 

artists and ensembles, expanding our family even further.” 

  

Berkeley Symphony opens the 2014-2015 season on Thursday, October 2, 2014 with the 

world premiere of Sea Shaped by British composer Oscar Bettison. 

Known for his imaginative exploration of unconventional instruments 

and unusual ensemble combinations, Bettison has received numerous 

commissions from ensembles throughout North America, Europe and 

Australia, including the Los Angeles Philharmonic and the London 

Sinfonietta. Versatile violinist Jennifer Koh, lauded by Gramophone for 

her “thoughtful and imaginative” playing, joins the Orchestra for the 

Sibelius Violin Concerto, a highly virtuosic work that has become a staple in the violin 

concerto repertoire. The evening concludes with Elgar’s Enigma Variations, considered to 
be one of the composer’s most popular works. 
  



The season continues on Thursday, January 15, 2015, with the Bay Area premiere of Thomas Adès’ Asyla. 

The British composer has established himself as one of the leading artists of his generation, as a composer, 

conductor and pianist. Asyla was commissioned by the City of Birmingham Symphony 

Orchestra and received its premiere in 1997 under the baton of Sir Simon Rattle. It later 

received the University of Louisville Grawemeyer Award for Music Composition in 2000, 

making Adès the youngest ever recipient of the award. Thomas Adès and Berkeley 

Symphony have a long history stretching back to 1997 when the Orchestra debuted the 

concert version of his provocative chamber opera, Powder Her Face, before it was fully 

staged in New York, London and Chicago. Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 6, Pathétique, his 

final symphony and the last work to be premiered in his lifetime, completes the program. 

This intensely emotional and passionate work has long been interpreted as Tchaikovsky’s 

reaction to life, death and fate, with the composer passing away only nine days after its premiere. 
  

The second world premiere of the season is featured on Thursday, February 26, 2015 

with Jake Heggie’s Camille Claudel: Into the Fire for Orchestra and Mezzo-Soprano. The 

original version of this work was written as a song cycle for voice and string quartet and 

commissioned by San Francisco Performances for the Alexander String Quartet’s 30th 

anniversary. Internationally renowned composer Jake Heggie is beloved by Bay Area 

audiences having written numerous works for local institutions, including commissioned 

operas Dead Man Walking (San Francisco Opera) and To Hell and Back (Philharmonia 

Baroque), in addition to his cello concerto Holy Firm (Oakland East Bay Symphony). His 

works have received multiple productions throughout five continents and his 

compositional output includes more than 250 songs, as well as chamber and orchestral works. Appearing as 

soloist for Camille Claudel: Into the Fire is mezzo-soprano Sasha Cooke, acclaimed 

for her performances in symphony, opera, chamber and recital settings as “the 

luminous standout” (The New York Times) and “equal parts poise, radiance and elegant 

directness” (Opera News). Her San Francisco Opera summer 2013 appearance in Mark 

Adamo’s The Gospel of Mary Magdalene received glowing reviews with the San 

Francisco Examiner saying “With her soaring and warm voice, crystalline diction and 

regal yet endearing presence, Sasha Cooke as Mary is the glory of the production.” The 

evening opens with Ravel’s Mother Goose Suite, originally written as a piano duet and 

later expanded into a ballet version, with Brahms’ Symphony No. 4, completing the program. Written just a 

year after his third symphony, Brahms’ Symphony No. 4 is regarded as rather serious and tragic in tone. The 

composer himself feared that it was not as accessible as his previous symphonies, but the reception following 

its premiere in 1885 proved otherwise. 
  

Joana Carneiro and Berkeley Symphony conclude the 2014-2015 season on Thursday, April 30, 2015 with a 

program featuring two titanic works for chorus: Mozart’s Requiem Mass in D minor and John Adams’ 

Choruses from The Death of Klinghoffer. San Francisco Opera Adler Fellows are featured as soloists for the 

Mozart with the University and Chamber Choruses of the University of California, Berkeley, led by Director 

Marika Kuzma, joining the orchestra for both works. Bay Area composer John Adams wrote the opera The 

Death of Klinghoffer in 1991 as a joint commission from a consortium of American and European opera 

companies including La Monnaie, San Francisco Opera, Opéra de Lyon, Los Angeles Opera 

and Glyndebourne Festival Opera and the Brooklyn Academy of Music with Director Peter 

Sellars and Choreographer Mark Morris as collaborators. It is based on the hijacking of the 

passenger liner Achille Lauro by the Palestine Liberation Front in 1985, and the subsequent 

murder of Jewish-American passenger Leon Klinghoffer. The Choruses from The Death of 
Klinghoffer, often performed as a concert work, serve to support and articulate the story, 

standing separate from the onstage action and adding, in the composer's own words, “an 

important dramatic perspective to the more immediate and often violent emotional plane 

that framed the actual kidnapping story.” The program concludes with Mozart’s Requiem, 

perhaps one of the composer’s most revered works. Composed in 1791 and left incomplete following Mozart’s 

death on December 5 of that year, the Requiem has since been surrounded in controversy and myth owing to a 

number of conflicting historical facts and misconceptions. 



  

Berkeley Symphony & Friends, a chamber music series introduced in 2013 and co-produced by Berkeley 

Symphony and the Piedmont Center for the Arts, will continue during the 2014-2015 season with four intimate 

chamber concerts presented on Sunday afternoons at the Piedmont Center on September 21, 2014; November 

9, 2014; February 8, 2015 and April 12, 2015. These concerts showcase members of the Orchestra in an 

intimate chamber setting with a variety of works for small ensemble from classical and contemporary 

repertoire. 
  

Furthering its dedication to contemporary music, Berkeley Symphony offers its expanded Under 

Construction New Music program in collaboration with Earshot, the national orchestral discovery network, 

administered by the American Composers Orchestra with partner organizations American Composers Forum, 

League of American Orchestras and New Music USA. Public “readings” of new symphonic works by the 

composers selected to participate in this program will take place on May 2 and 3, 2015 at Osher Studio in 

Berkeley. 
  

Berkeley Symphony continues its vigorous Music in the Schools program, serving all 11 public elementary 

schools in Berkeley and presenting free Family Concerts suitable for all ages on two Saturday mornings - 

November 1, 2014 and April 4, 2015 - at Malcolm X Elementary School in Berkeley. 
  

“Berkeley Symphony continues to fulfill its mission to bring internationally renowned guest soloists to 

Berkeley, nurture important musical voices of our time, build the quality and expertise of our own orchestra 

and  serve thousands of children each year with school concerts and curricula,” said Executive Director Rene 

Mandel. “It is a thrilling time to be a part of this unique family and I want to thank our audience, our 

subscribers and our contributing members who make our work possible.”  
  

UNDER CONSTRUCTION NEW MUSIC PROGRAM IN PARTNERSHIP WITH EARSHOT 

Berkeley Symphony’s Under Construction program has served as an incubator for emerging composers for 

more than 20 years, offering the unique opportunity to develop skills and gain practical experience in writing 

for a professional orchestra. In 2013, Berkeley Symphony established a partnership with EarShot, the national 

orchestral composition discovery network, administered by the American Composers Orchestra (ACO) with 

partner organizations American Composers Forum, League of American Orchestra and New Music USA. This 

new collaboration has expanded the program to a national level, where emerging composers from around the 

country are encouraged to apply and submit orchestral scores to be considered for acceptance in the Under 

Construction program. Each selected composer workshops and completes one symphonic work. The works are 

performed twice by Berkeley Symphony in front of an audience, allowing the composers the chance to hear 

their concepts realized and audiences the opportunity to have a window into the creative process. The 

composers meet regularly with mentor composers and in private and small group sessions and receive 

feedback and orchestration lessons from Berkeley Symphony Music Director Joana Carneiro. They also 

participate in workshops led by key orchestra members. The dates for the 2015 Under Construction residency 

are May 2-3 at Osher Studio in Berkeley. Funding for EarShot is made possible with the support of the 

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and The Aaron Copland Fund for Music. 
  

MUSIC IN THE SCHOOLS 

Since 1992, Berkeley Symphony’s Music in the Schools program, in partnership with the Berkeley Unified 

School District, has provided a comprehensive, hands-on and age-appropriate music curriculum to elementary 

school students in Berkeley. More than 4,200 children benefit each year from the program. Over 200 in-class 

sessions led by Berkeley Symphony musicians are provided free of charge. Included are hands-on music 

instruction and age-appropriate curriculum booklets addressing state standards for music education. On two 

Saturday mornings during the season, the Orchestra performs concerts that the entire family can enjoy. 

Concerts are at 10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. “Meet the Symphony” on Saturday, November 1, 2014 introduces 

children of all ages to the various families of instruments in an orchestra. Presented in an entertaining and 

interactive manner, these concerts engage even the youngest audience members. “I’m a Performer” on 

Saturday, April 4, 2015 invites audience members young and old to bring their own instruments and join the 



Orchestra on stage. Seated beside and among the Berkeley Symphony musicians, children have the opportunity 

to be a part of an orchestra. 
  

FUNDING 

Funding for Berkeley Symphony comes from a broad base of individuals, foundations, corporations and 

government sources.  Funders provide support for the symphony’s collaborations with world-class artists, the 

commissioning of local and international composers and its award-winning Music in the Schools education 

program. Major institutional funding sources include The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, Meyer 

Sound, Chevron, Clarence E. Heller Charitable Foundation, City of Berkeley, California Arts Council and the 

National Endowment for the Arts. 
  

ABOUT JOANA CARNEIRO  

As Music Director, Joana Carneiro has captivated the public with her commanding stage presence and 

adventurous programming that has highlighted the works of several prominent contemporary composers, 

including John Adams, Steven Stucky and Gabriela Lena Frank.  During  the 2014-2015 season she will 

conduct two world premieres by Oscar Bettison and Jake Heggie, as well as works by Thomas Adès and John 

Adams. Maestra Carneiro’s commitment to expanding the community base of Berkeley Symphony and 

upholding the Orchestra’s artistic excellence was recognized by the League of American Orchestras, which 

honored her with the Helen M. Thompson Award in 2010. She was appointed Music Director of Berkeley 

Symphony in 2009, succeeding Kent Nagano as only the third Music Director in the 40-year history of the 

Orchestra. 
  

Recently named Principal Conductor of the Portuguese National Symphony at the Teatro de Sao Carlos,  Ms. 

Carneiro is considered one of the most exciting and outstanding young conductors working today. Prior to her 

Berkeley Symphony appointment, she served as Assistant Conductor with the Los Angeles Philharmonic from 

2005 to 2008, where she worked closely with Esa-Pekka Salonen and led performances at Walt Disney 

Concert Hall and the Hollywood Bowl. She remains the Invited Conductor of the Gulbenkian Orchestra and 

Artistic Director of the Estagio Gulbenkian Para Orquesta in her native Lisbon. 
  

ABOUT BERKELEY SYMPHONY  

Recognized nationally for its spirited programming, Berkeley Symphony has established a reputation for 

presenting major new works for orchestra alongside fresh interpretations of the classic European repertoire. 

Berkeley Symphony has been recognized in nine of the past 11 seasons with an Award for Adventurous 

Programming from the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP). In addition to its 

subscription concerts at Zellerbach Hall, its Berkeley Symphony & Friends chamber music series and its 

Under Construction New Music program, Berkeley Symphony regularly partners with Cal Performances, the 

performing arts presenter and producer of the University of California, Berkeley, to provide music for visiting 

artists. Berkeley Symphony’s award-winning Music in the Schools program benefits over 4,200 elementary 

school students in Berkeley each year. San Francisco public radio station KALW 91.7 FM is Berkeley 

Symphony’s broadcast partner, airing all Berkeley Symphony subscription concerts. 
  

TICKET INFORMATION 

2014-2015 season subscriptions to the Zellerbach Hall Concert Series (four concerts) range in price from 

$39 to $266. Subscribers enjoy a 10% discount on additional single ticket purchases throughout the season. 

Single ticket prices range from $15 to $74. Orders for 2014-2015 season subscriptions can be placed online at 

www.berkeleysymphony.org starting May 1, 2014; by phone at (510) 841-2800, ext. 1; by fax to (510) 841-

5422; or mailed to 1942 University Avenue, Suite 207, Berkeley, CA 94704. Single tickets go on sale July 1, 

2014. Groups of 6 or more receive a  20% discount off the single ticket price. Berkeley Symphony offers a $7 

Student Rush ticket one hour prior to each performance for those with a valid student ID. 
  

Tickets to the Berkeley Symphony & Friends chamber music concerts are $25 and can be purchased in 

advance at www.berkeleysymphony.org or by phoning the Box Office at (510) 841-2800, ext. 1. 
  

Tickets to the Under Construction New Music readings are $10. 
  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=60850679&msgid=725866&act=LDY5&c=484643&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkeleysymphony.org
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=60850679&msgid=725866&act=LDY5&c=484643&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkeleysymphony.org


All Family Concerts are offered free of charge. (Suggested donation: $10 adults/$5 students) 

For more information or to request a brochure, call Berkeley Symphony at (510) 841-2800, ext. 1, email 

tickets@berkeleysymphony.org or visit www.berkeleysymphony.org. 
  

CALENDAR EDITORS, PLEASE NOTE: 
  

BERKELEY SYMPHONY 2014-2015 SEASON 
  

Zellerbach Hall Concert Series 
  

Season Opener: Program I 

Thursday, October 2, 2014 at 7 p.m. 

Tickets: $15 to $74 

  

Performers                    Joana Carneiro, conductor 

                                    Jennifer Koh, violin 

  

Program                       Oscar Bettison: Sea Shaped (World Premiere Commission) 

                                    Sibelius: Violin Concerto 

                                    Elgar: Enigma Variations 

  

Program II 

Thursday, January 15, 2015 at 8 p.m. 

Tickets: $15 to $74 

  

Performers                    Joana Carniero, conductor 

  

Program                        Thomas Adès: Asyla (Bay Area Premiere) 

                                    Tchaikovsky: Symphony No. 6 in B minor, Op. 74, “Pathétique” 

  

Program III 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 at 8 p.m. 

Tickets: $15 to $74 

  

Performers:                   Joana Carneiro, conductor 

                                    Sasha Cooke, mezzo-soprano 

  

Program                        Ravel: Mother Goose Suite 

                                    Jake Heggie: Camille Claudel: Into the Fire for Orchestra and Mezzo-Soprano 

                                    (World Premiere Commission) 

                                    Brahms: Symphony No. 4 in E minor, Op. 98 

  

Program IV 

Thursday, April 30, 2015 at 8 p.m. 
Tickets: $15 to $74 

  

Performers                   Joana Carneiro, conductor        

                                   Soloists from the Adler Fellowship Program, San Francisco Opera Center 

                                   University and Chamber Choruses of the University of California, Berkeley 

                                   Marika Kuzma, director 

  

Program                       John Adams: Choruses from The Death of Klinghoffer 

                                    Mozart: Requiem Mass in D minor 
  

Berkeley Symphony & Friends Chamber Music Series 

Artists and repertoire for remaining chamber concerts to be announced at a later date. 

mailto:tickets@berkeleysymphony.org
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=60850679&msgid=725866&act=LDY5&c=484643&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkeleysymphony.org


  

Program I 

Sunday, September 21, 2014 at 5 p.m. 

Piedmont Center for the Arts, Piedmont 

Tickets: $25 

  

Program II 

Sunday, November 9, 2014 at 5 p.m. 

Piedmont Center for the Arts, Piedmont 

Tickets: $25 

  

Program III 

Sunday, February 8, 2015 at 5 p.m. 

Piedmont Center for the Arts, Piedmont 

Tickets: $25 

  

Program IV 

Sunday, April 12, 2015 at 5 p.m. 

Piedmont Center for the Arts, Piedmont 

Tickets: $25 

  

Under Construction New Music Program 

Saturday, May 2, 2015  time 3 p.m. 

Sunday, May 3, 2015  time 7 p.m. 

Osher Studio, Berkeley 

Tickets: $10 

  

“Meet the Symphony” Family Concerts 

Saturday, November 1, 2014, 10 a.m. & 11 a.m. 

Malcolm X Elementary School, Berkeley 

Tickets: Free (Suggested donation: $10 adults/$5 students) 
  

“I’m a Performer” Family Concerts 

Saturday, April 4, 2015, 10 a.m. & 11 a.m. 

Malcolm X Elementary School, Berkeley 

Tickets: Free (Suggested donation: $10 adults/$5 students) 
  

PHOTO CREDITS 

Joana Carneiro & Berkeley Symphony / Margaretta Mitchell 

Oscar Bettison / Heiko Geerts 

Jennifer Koh / Juergen Frank 

Thomas Adès / Brian Voice  

Jake Heggie / Ellen Appel 

Sasha Cooke / Dario Acosta 

John Adams / Margaretta Mitchell 
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