
Directions to Paul Dresher Ensemble Rehearsal Studio 
2253 Poplar St., Oakland, 94607 

 
MAP  
 

 
 
 
Entering the building 

1.  The studio is on the 2nd floor of the Bay Bridge Industrial Center, a large building (it takes up the whole 
block) on the NW corner of Poplar St. and West Grand. The big posted number on the building is 2201 
Poplar 

2.  Walking entrance to the space is accessed through the inset doors at 2201 Poplar, at the corner of West 
Grand and Poplar.   

3.  There is a phone intercom system on the left with numbers for each of the tenants in the building on the wall 
at the left of the door.  Follow the instructions for PDE Studio (2253).  It will ring the phone in the studio and 
you will then be buzzed in. (NOTE: you must use the intercom to be buzzed into the studio. You CANNOT 
call from your cell phone and be buzzed in.) 

4.  You enter into a lobby, turn right and go up the steel staircase. (Ensemble office entrance is immediately on 
your left but this is NOT the access to the studio)  

5.  At the top, go through the door on the right and turn right down the hallway. Follow the hallway until it 
eventually opens out on your left into a large passageway for fork lifts etc.  The rehearsal studio entrance is 
through the first double doors on your left.  

 
Phone to studio: 510-465-7744  
No answering machine, local service only (which includes much of SF), NO LONG DISTANCE SERVICE 
 
DRIVING DIRECTIONS 
 
Directions from San Francisco: 

1.  Cross the Bay Bridge and stay in the far right lane. 
2.  Take first exit on right, marked  880 South.  Stay right (left will put you on 880 South) and take first exit 

which is West Grand/Maritime” and follow signs towards West Grand.  It will drop down from the freeway 
level and come to a stop light.  Stay straight (this takes you kind of parallel under the freeway).    After one 
more light, you will come to Mandella Parkway, a divided road. 

3.  Go past Mandella Parkway and turn left at the next intersection, which is Poplar Street. Park anywhere in 
this vicinity. 

 
Directions from downtown Oakland: 

Paul Dresher Ensemble 
Rehearsal  Studio (within the 
Bay Bridge Industrial Center) 
 



1. Take Grand Ave west towards San Francisco. 
2. Go past MLK, San Pablo, and Market St.   
3. Turn right on Poplar St, which is a light or two after Market St (and one block BEFORE Mandella Parkway). 

Park. 
 
Directions from downtown Berkeley:   

1. Go South on Shattuck or MLK into Oakland 
2. Get on 24/980 towards Downtown Oakland (stay right)  
3. Take the first exit which is West Grand.   
4.  At the bottom of the freeway off-ramp there is a light, go straight which will take you looping back under the 

freeway.  
5.  After a few blocks this road ends at a light at West Grand. Turn right. Go back under the freeway, past San 

Pablo Ave and 4 lights or so. Turn right at the light at Poplar and park.  
 
From 580 West 

1.  Take 580 West towards San Francisco 
2.  Just before the Bay Bridge Interchange take 980 West towards downtow Oakland/880 South 
3.  Take the first exit which is West Grand/27th St   
4.  At the bottom of the freeway off-ramp there is a light, go straight which will take you looping back under the 

freeway.  
5.  After a few blocks this road ends at a light at West Grand.  Turn right. 
6.  Go back under the freeway, past San Pablo and 4 lights or so. Turn right at the light at Poplar (if you get to 

the divided road called Mandella Parkway, you've gone one block too far).  Park.  
 
From Walnut Creek/24/980 West/Caldecott Tunnel 

1.  Go through the tunnel towards Oakland/SF 
2.  Stay on 24/980 towards Downtown Oakland i.e. stay left as you approach the Bay Bridge interchange.   
3.  After the 580/Bay Bridge interchange, Take the first exit which is West Grand.   
2.  At the bottom of the freeway off-ramp there is a light, go straight which will take you looping back under the 

freeway.  
3.  After a few blocks this road ends at a light at West Grand.  Turn right. 
4.  Go back under the freeway, past San Pablo and 4 lights or so.  Turn right at the light at Poplar (if you get to 

the divided road called Mandella Parkway, you've gone one block too far).  
 
Directions from 80 West (Richmond/Sacramento/Marin etc) 

1.  From Richmond, get on 80 West/580 East going towards San Francisco.   
2.  As you approach the Bay Bridge Interchange, the right three lanes go to San Francisco/80 West, the middle 

lane says  to 880 South/San Jose, and the left lane or two goes to 580 East/Downtown Oakland.    Take 
middle lane to 880 South.  

3.  Shortly after the interchange there will be an exit on your right  that  should say something like “West 
Grand/7th Ave” . Take this exit and follow it to the light at West Grand. 

4. Turn left on West Grand.  It will drop down from the freeway level and you will come to a stop light at  
Mandella Parkway, a divided road. 

5.  Go through both halves  of  Mandella Parkway and turn left at the next intersection, which is Poplar Street.  
Park anywhere around here or on West Grand.   

 
Directions from the Claremont Hotel / Southeast Berkeley / 980 West:  

1.  Exit from Main Hotel Entrance and turn right onto Ashby.  
2.  At the 2nd light (two short blocks) turn left onto Claremont Blvd. 



3.  Head down Claremont about 8 blocks, right when you get to the Freeway underpass turn right onto 980 
West towards San Francisco.  

3.  Move to the middle or 2nd from the left lanes and just  before the Bay Bridge Interchange take 980 West 
towards downtown Oakland/880 South 

4.  Take the first exit which is West Grand/27th St   
5.  At the bottom of the freeway off-ramp there is a light, go straight which will take you looping back under the 

freeway.  
6.  After a few blocks this road ends at a light at West Grand.  Turn right. 
7.  Go back under the freeway, past San Pablo and 4 lights or so.  Turn right at the light at Poplar and park (if 

you get to the divided road called Mandella Parkway, you've gone one block too far).   
8.  The studio is in the large building (it takes up the whole block) on the north west corner  of Poplar and West 

Grand and is called the Bay Bridge Industrial Center. 
  
Directions from 880 North (from Oakland Airport, San Jose, from the San Mateo Bridge, etc) 

1.  880 North, past downtown Oakland.  Just after the 880/24/580 Split (stay left at the split) take the next exit, 
which should be 7th St.   

2.  The exit drops you down to an underpass/intersection and light  at 7th street.  Just go straight through the 
intersection and go a mile or so  parallel to the freeway.  The next light you come to will be West Grand.   

3.  Go right on West Grand.   
4.  The first light you come to is Mandella Parkway, a divided road with traffic lights on both halves of the road.  

Go past these lights to the next block, which is Poplar, and  turn left. 
5.  The studio is in the large building (it takes up the whole block) on the north west corner  of Poplar and West 

Grand and is called the Bay Bridge Industrial Center. 
 
FOR ACCESS TO THE LOADING DOCK 
 
Access to Loading dock for nighttime or weekend parking and any pick up or drop off of equipment: 

1. After turning on Poplar, go to the end of the first block, which is 24th St and turn left 

2.  Go to the end of the building on your left (the Bay Bridge Industrial Center) and stop in front of the last and 
largest roll up door.  (There is a fenced parking area between two buildings immediately after these doors) 

3.  There is an intercom system to the left of this last rollup door.  Follow instructions and ring the Paul Dresher 
Ensemble number from the keypad, our number is 2253 

4.  We will answer the phone in the studio and buzz the door up. 

5.  Drive up the ramp and park in any open bay at the loading dock.  If someone cannot  come and meet you on 
the dock and direct you to the studio walk to the end on the dock (in the same direction in which you drove in), 
enter large hallway which almost immediately turns to the left .  We are the last double doors on the right before  
you get to the rest rooms.  If these doors are locked, go past the door and turn right into the smaller hallway.  
Follow the hallway around to the first regular door on your right.  This is the entrance to our office. 
 
 


